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tions/ which led to an agitated and unseemly disputa-
tion, until D'Eon brought it to a close by addressing
himself to the three English ministers who happened to
be conversing together. c The Count de Guerchy forces
me to the honour of declaring to your Excellencies,
that I do not take leave at any audience, because I am
awaiting further instructions,7 which little speecli * cle
Guerchy confessed he was quite unable to comprehend,
being himself a novice in diplomatic matters.' Lord
Halifax showing some inclination to take de Guerchy's
part, D'Eon drew from his pocket the invitation to
dinner he had received, and said to his lordship : c Your
Excellency has invited the minister plenipotentiary to
dinner; I entreat that it be not delayed. It is late,
and personally, I wish to avail myself peaceably of the
honour you have done me. I do not come here to
excite a disturbance but to bring peace.' For such
bold words as these, Lord Halifax, who as yet knew but
little of D'Eon, was scarcely prepared ; but they sufficedi
to put him on his guard, as the sequel will show, for he!
was beginning to discover that he had to do "with a
somewhat strange, perhaps violent, and at any rate very
singular character.

There called at the French Embassy one day in
August, a tall, lean Frenchman, who announced himself
as M. Treyssac de Vergy, a great friend of the Duke de
Praslin and the Count de Guerchy, and other French
ministers, and as having corne to England to visit a
country of which so little was known. The Chevaliei
D'Eon received him politely, but reminded him that il
was customary to bring letters of introduction to s
minister, and hoped that he would make it his busi
ness to do so; to which de Vergy replied that he dicj
not consider such letters at all necessary from his bein|n de Guerchy, advancing rapidly towards him,
